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Jesus the Christ

Fully Human, Truly Divine

National eConference 2010

The National eConference

A commitment of the ACBC Commission for Mission and Faith Formation and
The Broken Bay Institute, the eConference aims to provide you with an
excellent and free faith formation experience.

Come, Join Us
Gather with the Australian Catholic Church to explore Jesus Christ, as Son of
God, Son of Man- fully human, truly divine.

Speakers

Fr Gerald O’Collins SJ will engage you as he shares his insights into the life
and ministry of Christ. Fr O’Collins is an Australian Jesuit priest who is
professor emeritus of theology at the Gregorian University, in Rome, where he
has lectured since 1974, and the 2006-2007 Wade Chair Holder at Marquette
University. Fr O’Collins is the author or co-author of over fifty five titles
including Living Vatican Il, Catholicism Easter Faith: Believing in the Risen
Jesus, The Incarnation and Experiencing Jesus. He has written hundreds of
articles in popular and professional journals and is a regular contributor to TV
and radio.

It's So Simple
To access the eConference log on to http://jesus.vividas.com

IT Needs for Groups

You will require a venue with internet connection & PC, data projector, screen,
and set of speakers. Facilitators /Group Organisers please contact Virginia
Ryan for ongoing assistance at vryan@bbi.catholic.edu.au_  (02) 98470556

The Benefits to You

e Free live webcast

e Archived for further viewing

e Enjoyable for all- parishioners, teachers, students, chaplains, mission
teams, spiritual directors

e Great faith formation day

e Structured group activity- viewing & discussion

e Opportunity to email questions to presenters in real time


http://jesus.vividas.com/
mailto:vryan@bbi.catholic.edu.au
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“What Are They Saying About Jesus”?

Christ’s ldentity and Our Memory

1) Introduction

In his book “What are they saying about Jesus?” published in 1977 our key
presenter of the E-Conference on Jesus Christ organized by the Broken Bay Institute
G. O'Collins reminds us of the spiritual and pastoral renewal the Second Vatican
Council has brought into the Church. At the same time he also raises the concern
that the teaching about Jesus Christ comes on secondarily at the Vatican IL
According to him “any efforts to renew the Church will remain spiritually empty,
emotionally hollow and doctrinally unsound unless they drawn inspiration and
strength from the founder of Christianity himself”. In this context he envisioned the
Il Vatican Council by suggesting “that its major document would not be “The church
in the Modern World”, but some response to the question: Who is Jesus Christ for
today”?*

Today, forty-five years after the Second Vatican Council, the same question is
still valid for us. And to be sure, our answers to the guestion won’t be easy. We are
amazed about Jesus, but are also struggling with him. Our present experience of a
World in unrest and destruction in various forms, could [ead us to the same question

Jesus asked when hanging on the Cross: Why have you forsaken me?

Who is Jesus Christ for us? Each of us has a personal image of Jesus. The

following joke about theologians will make our point clearer:

Who Do You Say | Am?”

The following joke was found on the Internet. (Youngsters: the four men named in

' G. O’Collins S), What are they saying about Jesus? — a report on recent theological speculation about Jesus
Christ and its implications for Christian faith, NY: Paulist Press, 1977, vii.



the first paragraph are all theological “heavy hitters” — sort of the theologian-

equivalents of Albert Einstein and Marie Curie. James Cone is an African American.)

Karl Barth, Paul Tillich, Reinhold Niebuhr, and James Cone find themselves all at the
same time at Caesarea Philippi. Who should come along but Jesus, and he asks the
four famous theologians the same Christological question, “Who do you say that |

am?”

Karl Barth stands up and says: “You are the totaliter aliter, the vestigious trinitatum

who speaks to us in the modality of Christo-monism.”

Not prepared for Barth's brevity, Paul Tillich stumbles out: “You are he who heals our
ambiguities and overcomes the split of angst and existential estrangement; you are
he who speaks of the theonomous viewpoint of the analogia entis, the analogy of

our being and the ground of all possibilities.”

Reinhold Niebuhr gives a cough for effect and says, in one breath: “You are the
impossible possibility who brings to us, your children of light and children of
darkness, the overwhelming oughtness in the midst of our fraught condition of
estrangement and brokenness in the contiguity and existential anxieties of our

ontological relationships.”

Finally James Cone gets up, and raises his voice: “You are my Oppressed One, my
soul's shalom, the One who was, who is, and who shall be, who has never left us
alone in the struggle, the event of liberation in the lives of the oppressed struggling

for freedom, and whose blackness is both literal and symbolic.”
And Jesus writes in the sand, “Huh?”

The dialogues only show the various perceptions of Jesus. He is often portrayed and
moulded into our own needs and views. In the end it is rather the Jesus we want him

to be for us.

In the following chapters we will explore the identity of Jesus Christ whom we
believe is our redeemer and brother. The search for his identity is important because
what we do as the people of God will rest ultimately on what we think about Jesus®.

Or memory of him will determine the way we act in the world.

2 Ibid., viii.



2) The Identity of Jesus

The question of “who Jesus is?” was crucial for the understanding of the identity of
the disciples. Their destiny is closely connected to the identity of Jesus. The “Who
Jesus is” determines also “who the disciples are”.

Who is Jesus? Let us have a look at the situation of the first disciples of Jesus.
According to the NT the disciples were amazed, and at the same they struggled as
they were uncertain about Jesus. They saw how Jesus cured many forms of sickness;
they saw how he welcomed the marginalized; they also listen that he prociaimed to
the freedom the captives and that he blessed those who thirst for justice. And yet
the disciples could not stop at questioning Jesus’ identity. They asked: “In whose
name does he speak and bless the people”? In other place the NT puts this question
in the mouth of the disciples: “Who is he? Is he the Messiah”?

Similar to the disciples, we too have our doubts, although jesus’ life and actions still
inspire us. We like his way of living and sharing our human vision. However, is he
really God?

The following articles will help you to answer this question. They will introduce you
to the understanding of the concept of the personhood and how Jesus Christ’
humanity can shed light on your understanding of identity and self — something for
which you are always searching. In order to do so, it is important that you emerge in
the world of Jesus in Palestine. From there you may understand better the challenge
message of Jesus for the world today. The last articles will provide you with thoughts
and spiritual reflections about Jesus which intend you inspire and transform your
life.

At this stage please allow me to say something about myself and how my present life
is inspired by Jesus. When | was born my parents did not make plans for me! |
remember the only plan my mum has was her prayer at the bedtime. She daily says
the same prayer: “God you have sent your son into our world with the uncertainties
and risks which are parts of this world. You have given me my son and | am releasing
him in this world, although, unlike you, | don’t know what his future will be.
However, | trust in your guidance as you have guided your beloved son. You won't
let him dash his foot against a stone and as Father you won’t give him a stone if he
begs for his daily bread. | trust in you, even when he meets difficulties and will face
one day the breath of the death. | trust you, as your own beloved son have trusted in

N

you

Her prayer becomes my prayer. Each time | think of her, | pray also the same prayer
for her instead of praying for me.



This is the work of Jesus who continues to be with us through the work of the Holy
Spirit. Prayer is the most precious moment in my life — at Jesus is often portrayed in
the NT as a man of prayer. Jesus prays for us and therefore intercedes for us as his
brothers and sisters. At the cross Jesus recommend his mother to the disciples and
the disciples to his mother.

| hope that through Christ we continue to pray for each other and that we become
for each other mothers and brothers and sisters. This is what Jesus commands us to
do as his disciples, brothers and sisters.
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