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ST LUKE E-CONFERENCE 

Local Facilitated Discussion 
Questions and Scripture Text 

Session 1:  Well Founded Teaching - Why Luke Bothered 
Archbishop Mark Coleridge 
Luke 1: 1-4 
Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account  
of the events that have been fulfilled among us,  
just as they were handed on to us  
by those who from the beginning were eye-witnesses and servants of the word,  
I too decided, after investigating everything carefully from the very first,  
to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 
so that you may know the well-foundedness (asphaleia) 
of the things about which you have been instructed. 
 

1.   Reflect upon your own need for a sense of reassurance in your faith. 
In what sense are you Theophilus? 

 
2.   How might that reassurance be provided? 

 
Session 2:  Release to Captives: The Public Ministry of Jesus 
Sr Elizabeth Dowling rsm 
Luke 4: 16-21 
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was 
his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 
found the place where it was written:  
      ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
       because he has anointed me 
       to bring good news to the poor. 
       He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
       and recovery of sight to the blind, 
       to let the oppressed go free,  
       to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’  
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were 
fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’  

 
Luke 7: 36-50 A Sinful Woman Forgive 
One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s house and took his place at the 
table. And a woman in the city, who was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s house, 
brought an alabaster jar of ointment. She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with 
her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the 
ointment. Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, he 
would have known who and what kind of woman this is who is touching him—that she is a sinner.’ Jesus spoke 
up and said to him, ‘Simon, I have something to say to you.’ ‘Teacher,’ he replied, ‘speak.’ ‘A certain creditor had 
two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not pay, he cancelled the debts 
for both of them. Now which of them will love him more?’ Simon answered, ‘I suppose the one for whom he 
cancelled the greater debt.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘You have judged rightly.’ Then turning towards the woman, 
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he said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has 
bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she 
has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 
ointment. Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown great love. 
But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.’ Then he said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’ But those who 
were at the table with him began to say among themselves, ‘Who is this who even forgives sins?’ And he said to 
the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go in peace.’  
 
Luke 13: 10-17 Jesus Heals a Crippled Woman 
Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And just then there appeared a woman with a 
spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. When 
Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, ‘Woman, you are set free from your ailment.’ When he laid his hands 
on her, immediately she stood up straight and began praising God. But the leader of the synagogue, indignant 
because Jesus had cured on the Sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, ‘There are six days on which work ought to be 
done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the Sabbath day.’ But the Lord answered him and said, ‘You 
hypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to 
give it water? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, to 
be set free from this bondage on the Sabbath day?’ When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and 
the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing.  
 
Luke 19: 1-10 Jesus and Zacchaeus 
He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax-collector 
and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short 
in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycomore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. When 
Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your 
house today.’ So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble and said, ‘He 
has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.’ Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Look, half of my 
possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times 
as much.’ Then Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. 
For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.’  
 

1.  How does this presentation on “release” help you to understand Jesus’ ministry in the           
Gospel of Luke? 

 
2.  In what ways does God’s love “release” us? 

 
Session 3:  Subversive Stories – Parables in Luke 
Sr Elizabeth Dowling rsm 
Luke 10: 25-37 The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ He said to him, 
‘What is written in the law? What do you read there?’ He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as 
yourself.’ And he said to him, ‘You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.’  
 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man was going 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, 
leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on 
the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a 
Samaritan while travelling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to 
an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take 
care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.” Which of these three, do you 
think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who showed him 
mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’  
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Luke 15:  The Parable of the Lost Sheep 
Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and the scribes were 
grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.’  
 So he told them this parable: ‘Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave 
the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it 
on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbours, saying to 
them, “Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.” Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who need no repentance.  

The Parable of the Lost Coin 
 ‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and 
search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbours, saying, 
“Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.” Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner who repents.’  

The Parable of the Prodigal and His Brother 
 Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, “Father, give me 
the share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his property between them. A few days later the 
younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in 
dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he 
began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his 
fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one 
gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, “How many of my father’s hired hands have bread 
enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like 
one of your hired hands.’ ” So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him 
and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father 
said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate.  
 ‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 
He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, “Your brother has come, and your father 
has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.” Then he became angry and refused to go 
in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, “Listen! For all these years I 
have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me 
even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has 
devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” Then the father said to him, “Son, 
you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 
yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.” ’  
 

1. As a result of this presentation, with what new perspectives might you hear or read the 
parables in the Gospel of Luke? 

 
Session 4:  You are Witnesses - Leaving the Table 
Archbishop Mark Coleridge 
 
Luke 19: 41-44 
As Jesus came near and saw the city, 
he wept over it, saying, 
“If you, even you, had only recognised on this day 
the things that make for peace! 
But now they are hidden from your eyes. 
Indeed, the days will come upon you, 
when your enemies will set up ramparts around you 
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and surround you and hem you in on every side. 
They will crush you to the ground, you and your children within you, 
and they will not leave within you one stone upon another, 
because you did not recognise the time of your visitation from God”.  
 
Luke 24: 13-35 
On that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and 
talking with each other about all these things that had happened.  While they were talking and discussing, Jesus 
himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him.  And he said to them, 
“What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?  They stood still, looking sad.  Then one of them, 
whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things 
that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?”  They replied, “The things about Jesus 
of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief 
priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him.  
But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.  Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since 
these things took place.  Moreover, some women of our group astounded us.  They were at the tomb early this 
morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a 
vision of angels who said that he was alive.  Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just 
as the women has said; but they did not see him.”  Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how 
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared!  Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer 
these things and then enter into his glory?”  Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to 
them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on.  But they urged 
him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.”  So he went in 
to stay with them.  When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  
Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight.  They said to each 
other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?”   
That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered 
together.  They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!”  Then they told what 
had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 
Luke 24: 44-49 
Jesus said to the disciples, “These are my words 
that I spoke to you while I was still with you – 
that everything written about me in the Law of Moses, 
the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled”. 
Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 
and he said to them, “Thus it is written, 
that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins  
is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. 
You are witnesses of these things”.  
 

1. What does it mean for us to ‘leave the table’- for the Church to become more missionary? 


